
Declaration of African Ministers responsible for Water Resources

at the International Conference on Freshwater

in Bonn, Germany, 3 to 7 December 2001

1. We, the Ministers responsible for Water Resources, from African Countries. attending the
International Conference on Freshwater (Bonn. December 2001) are fully aware that:

OUR CONCERNS
2.
As elsewhere on our planet, water is the key natural resource throughout Africa. An adequate supply of clean water, sanitation and hygiene are the most important preconditions for sustaining human life, for maintaining ecological systems that support all life and for achieving sustainable development.

3.
Water is abundant in Africa on a regional scale but is unevenly distributed by nature. Although a few African countries have high annual averages of rainfall, many already or soon will face water-stress or scarcity conditions where the population cannot be sustained with available water resources. Given current population projections, over 400 million people are expected to be living in at least 17 water-scarce African countries by the year 2010. Their lack of water will severely constrain food production, ecosystem protection and socio-economic development.

4.
With recurring droughts and chronic water shortages in many areas the majority of African Governments and people pay an increasingly high price for water or the lack of it. The highest price is often paid by the poor majority in terms of money to buy small quantities of water, calories expended to fetch water from distant sources, impaired health, diminishing livelihoods and even lost lives thus exacerbating the cycle of poverty. Today over 300 million people in Africa still do not have reasonable access to safe water. Even more lack adequate sanitation.

5.
A decade after the United Nations Conference on environment and Development More Africans lack access to safe water and sanitation. Almost half the people of the African continent suffer from water-related diseases. The result is economically crippling, and from a humanitarian standpoint, simply degrading.

6.
Aquatic species, habitats and ecosystems are also at risk. With increasing water demand throughout Africa to support greater agricultural productivity, industrial expansion, rural and urban growth, more water to meet human needs means less for maintaining aquatic ecosystems and the many other species and environmental services they support.

7.
Water in Africa is crucial for sustainable national development but rarely confined to the boundaries of a single count. With over 50 major international water basins in Africa, two or more countries share most watercourses. Most international basins are without any agreements on equitable use or environmental protection. Few have effective institutional arrangements for consultation or cooperation. Procedures for avoiding all resolving international disputes over water are largely lacking.

THE CHALLENGES

8.
The multiple challenges confronting our continent have led to the adoption, by the African Heads of State and Government of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). Poverty, whose most critical manifestation is the lack of adequate water and sanitation for our peoples, remains a major challenge. In supped of the continent-wide quest for durable solutions, some African Ministers responsible for water met in Nairobi and Abuja (October and November 2001 respectively) to consider a strategy in support of NEPAD in order to ensure that it accords a higher degree of attention to the water and sanitation crisis. The already ongoing subregional initiatives in Africa provide solid foundation for our strategy.

9.
The Ministers responsible for water in our region have resolved to put water, sanitation and hygiene issues from the margins to the centre of sustainable development agenda in Africa. It is our hope that the Johannesburg 2002 Summit and the 3rd World Water Forum to be held in Japan in March 2003, will contribute to the needed solutions.

THE WAY FORWARD

10. We, the African Ministers responsible for water attending the Bonn Conference express our appreciation of the opportunity to renew and refocus the attention of the international community on the water problems.

11.
We call upon the cooperating partners of Africa and the international community to support a regional and global alliance for tackling the water and sanitation problems in Africa.

12.
We, are determined that our Governments, non-governmental organisations, civil society and the private sector extend full support to the implementation goals of the NEPAD. In this regard, we declare that we shall focus our efforts on:

(a)
Governance of the water sector
Strengthening policy, legislative and institutional reforms, including decentralisation and empowerment of local community for integrated water resources management.

(b) Intergovernmental policy dialogue for water security
Embarking on a process of building an African Regional Ministerial Forum for Water for the purpose of strengthening our efforts on the governance of water resources on the continent including ensuring co-ordination, direction, strategic approaches to freshwater related initiatives in the continent. Such an alliance aims, among other things, at dramatically improving the integrated management of transboundary water resources, and using co-operation on water (including river basin management) as a basis for bringing nations together.

(c) Financing for the development of the water sector
Mobilising domestic resources to address the water management challenges and also undertake the creation of conditions that would be conducive for attracting investment and further call for massive investments in the water and sanitation sector.

(d) Building capacities for the management of the water sector
Implementing sustained capacity building programmes to ensure effective planning and utilisation of all relevant resources in the water and sanitation sector.

(e) Transferring annropnate technology
Encouraging, through strategic partnerships with the private sector and others, to develop

environmentally sound technology, which is effective, user friendly, appropriate to the

African environments and affordable.

if) Meeting the water needs of our urbanising centres
Undertaking the enhancement of all aspects of water management in our urban centres, particularly in the areas of water demand management, awareness raising, prevention and control of pollution arising from land-based activities.

(g) Guaranteeing adequate water, sanitation and hygiene services
Undertaking drastic measures to improve water, sanitation and hygienic conditions for all our peoples, particular in the pen-urban and rural areas.

(h) Strengthening the role of women in the management of our water resources and the provision of adequate sanitation services
Undertaking the necessary measures for the mainstreaming of gender considerations in decision making processes relating to water issues.

(i) Linking the freshwater environment with the coastal and marine environment Considering the downstream impacts and need to protect the coastal environments, where most of our population lives, take appropriate action to strengthen institutional co​operation between, inter alia, river-basin authorities, port authorities and coastal zone managers, and incorporate coastal management and regulations pertaining to watershed management.

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

13.
In adopting the Millennium Declaration, in 2000, the world’s Heads of State and Government identified a number of values, including tolerance and solidarity. We shall therefore, count on that new culture of international solidarity in tackling the concerns highlighted in this statement. It is our hope that future international support will be proportionate to the gravity and magnitude of the water and sanitation problems in Africa. We recall the agreed United Nations target for official development assistance of 0.7% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Developed countries, which have not yet reached the target should exert their best efforts to do so.

14.
Through this statement, we call for a regional and global alliance for water security for all in Africa as a key to poverty alleviation and sustainable livelihoods.

FOLLOW UP ON THE BONN CONFERENCE
15.
In order to encourage systematic intergovernmental dialogue in the water and sanitation crisis facing our region and, equally important, in response to the challenges relating to the NEPAD, we have resolved to institutionalise ministerial level policy dialogue on water issues. To this end, we shall establish an African Ministerial Conference on Water. We shall convene the inaugural meeting of the fifty-three African Ministers in charge of water in March/April 2002.

16.
We express our appreciation to the Federal Government of Nigeria for its gracious offer to host this meeting in Abuja. We also call on our regional institutions as well as our co​operation partners (including UNEP, UNClE, World Bank, African Development Bank UNESCO, and others) to extend the necessary support for the convening of this meeting. Such a Ministerial forum will enable our region to facilitate the development of common perspectives and positions on the agenda items of major international conferences.

17.
In conclusion, on behalf of our Governments, we convey to the people and the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany our profound gratitude for the hospitality extended to us. We also congratulate them for the successful convening and fruitful outcome of the International Conference on Freshwater (Bonn December 2001).
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