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Water, Sanitation & Hygiene for All



Water  Supply  and  Sanitation  Collaborative  Council

Conseil  de  Concertation  pour  l’Approvisionnement  en  Eau  et  l’Assainissement

Consejo  de  Colaboración  para  el Abastecimiento  de  Agua  y  Saneamiento



Sanitation is not a dirty word

Do you think that you can live and work in safety whilst 6000 people die needlessly each day?

Environmental sanitation, hygiene promotion and safe water supplies are vital for protecting the environment, improving health and alleviating poverty.  Disease, drudgery, loss of human dignity and millions of deaths every year are directly attributable to the lack of these basic services.  The poor and powerless, especially women and children, are the main victims of this ‘silent emergency’ that continues unnoticed in the developing world today. 

To ensure a safer world we need:-

· A target and local specific plan of action to reduce the number of those who do not have effective and hygienic sanitation to half the present proportion by 2015 and to ensure that all people have these services by 2025, similar to the targets established for water supply in the UN Millennium Declaration of 2000;

· Clear government responsibility and political will to ensure that integrated approaches to sanitation and hygiene improvement are mainstreamed into government sector policies and programmes and championed by a single responsible line Ministry. Improvements to water supply infrastructure alone are inadequate to meet the goal of achieving sustainable development and improving health. 

· Ordinary people at the centre with effective, responsible and democratic local government, enabling communities themselves to plan, direct their own sector policies and mobilize their energy and creativity to be part of the solution.


· Partnerships involving all institutions - public and private - through appropriate policy and legislative mechanisms that provide for clearly defined mandates, responsibilities, incentives, pricing mechanisms and enforcement;


· Restructured sector investments  Maximum benefits can be achieved by re-allocating a higher proportion of funds to affordable and appropriate projects in rural and low-income urban areas, where needs are greatest.

· A society informed and aware of better water and hygiene practices through advocacy, training and capacity building in partnership with media, civic and private sector organizations and using traditional communication channels where applicable.


To solve the global human settlement problem which threatens the well-being 

and security of rich and poor countries alike we must solve the 

sanitation and health problem.

- The sanitation problem is your problem! 


WSSCC Roundtable Discussion - Outcome Statement:

Bonn International Freshwater Conference, 3 December 2001 

On The Road to Johannesburg: Putting Water and Sanitation on the Political Agenda
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